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Metcalfe Public School Council

2701 8th Line Road • Metcalfe, ON • K0A 2P0

Tel: 613-821-2261Ext.436   Fax: 613-821-7801

Email: sc-metcalfeps@ocdsb.ca 

Website:  www.mpscouncil.com

Minutes of Meeting

January 8th, 2008
	In Attendance:
	Regrets:

	Bill Beiersdorfer

Kelly Mayo 

Tammy McCormack

Christine Lee

Cheryl Millard


	Lisa Cook

Jennifer Nutt

Jennifer Finniss
Sharon Goral

Peter Thorp-Levitt
	Brenda Steacey

Nicole Stanley

Val Leonard
Guests:




1) Jennifer called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 
Old Business

2) Approval of Minutes
· The minutes for the last meeting were approved pending the addition of Peters name in the attendance column.
Motioned – Bill
Second – Jen F
Approved – All
New Business

3) Principal’s Report
· The staff of MPS would like to extend their gratitude for the Jingle Bell Bazaar and all the hard work put into it. The day was a success and the luncheon was terrific.
· 1 of our superintendants retired recently and one of our directors will be retiring in June. On a sad note, Tammy represented MPS at the wake of one of our past superintendants who passed away recently.
· The board level of the budget is in better shape at present time. More information will follow at our next meeting concerning next year’s plans and staffing.
Action – Tammy 
· MPS received funding for school improvements. Jennifer Nutt and Tammy will be holding meetings with teachers to discuss where the needs are and what can be done to meet those needs. They will also be discussing goals and time frames. This evaluation is due March 7th. The budget and professional development are the main focus.
· MPS has received release days for guidance. This works out to 40 school days where we can release someone to work with the students in guidance roles. This is at the intermediate level.
· FSL (French as a second language) review was approved. Late French immersion will be phased out by September 2008. Middle school French immersion will be expanding and will be at MPS by September – possibly beginning at grade 4. 4 schools were selected to begin the transition with more schools to follow come 2009-2010. Early and middle French options are now available.
· The school is working on a new document concerning school achievement. This document covers grading and evaluation as well as communication to parents. This is currently in evaluation mode. 

· The Premiers award for teaching excellence is looking for your nominations.  There are new categories added this year. For more information contact Tammy or Jennifer Nutt. The deadline for submissions is January 28th 2008.

· Tammy has put forth a request for funding support for a new flag pole and will have more information come next meeting.

Action – Tammy
· MPS is currently in need of a new boiler which will be installed in the school soon.

· The library has been painted and looks terrific. The shelves need to be painted and when the time comes Mr. Marleau will be in need of helping hands to move all the books.
4) Vice Principal’s Report
· High school options for students are being discussed as well as some students attending field trips to select schools. Cantebury and OTLC have made presentations to our students recently. 
· USB ports have been donated to MPS to be used in part of a study with students. These devices are small key like boxes that can contain data inputted from a home computer and then opened on a school computer. These should make homework and projects as well as printed items easier for students. The ports will be released to certain students on a $5.00 rental fee which will be returned when the port has been returned to the school at the end of the year. Any student being issued one is asked to please keep it on a lanyard for ease of use and so it won’t get lost. They will begin use in the grade 6 class.

· January 21-25 MPS will be in possession of some wheelchairs that will be used for various activities involving students and teachers. This is to spread awareness of physical restrictions. Mr. K has also arranged for a guest speaker (Darin Kyle) to speak to the students. The theme for January is optimism and the theme for February is awareness.

· The federation of teachers has invited the public to attend a family day Feb. 8th and 18th. Contact Tammy or Jennifer Nutt for more information. 
5)     Teacher’s Report
· Spirit day is held every second month and a new award will be in place for Junior, Primary as well as Intermediate students. Our next one is in January.

· The primary intramural indoor soccer league was a success – thank you.

· The Xmas concert was a great success and all the students were quite proud of themselves. It was nice to see so many parents in attendance.

· Mrs. Stanley’s class went to the Stanley apartments to speak to the residents about Christmas present and Christmas past. The students learned a lot about how things used to be.

· Canadian Tire money was donated to the school and it was used to purchase gifts for Toy Mountain – thank you to everyone that donated.

· February and March will hold our winter activity days this year. Watch for the newsletters to start coming home.

6)    OCASC Report
· There was no report at this time.
7)    Hot Lunches Report
· A newsletter was sent out for the second half of the lunch program and should be returned soon.
· Cheryl has been putting all lunch expenses on her personal Visa so it is important that she be   
       reimbursed as soon as possible for those expenses.
          Action – Cheryl , Jennifer Finniss
8)  Volunteer List 

·  Christine has compiled a volunteer list using last year’s list as well as information from this year. It is in spreadsheet format and still being worked on. This list is to be continued and amended yearly as needed.

9)  JBB 

· The Jingle Bell Bazaar was a great success again this year. It is important that next year a volunteer list be used at the very beginning of the year to avoid confusion and desperation. Again this year we ran out of dad items but a comment was made for more focus on this area in years to come.

· We made a  profit of just over $1500.00 
· Lisa owes council $40.00 change from the popcorn supplies.

Action - Lisa
9)  Open to the Floor
· There was no report on the cookbook as we are still waiting on the images by students.
· Library renovations were discussed and images passed around. It was brought up that it would be nice to provide window treatments as well as chairs and some new books for the library. A newsletter will be compiled by Jen Finniss and sent to council members then out to parents asking for donations or assistance. It was also discussed about a large corkboard and shadow boxes for the walls to display awards and student work. Possible work stations as well as a new couch.
Action – Jen Finniss.
· The current bank balance is $1762.83.
10)  Mail Bag 
· There was no mail for this meeting.
The next meeting will be held on February 5th 2008 in the school library.

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm
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