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Metcalfe Public School Council

2701 8th Line Road • Metcalfe, ON • K0A 2P0

Tel: 613-821-2261Ext.436   Fax: 613-821-7801

Email: sc-metcalfeps@ocdsb.ca 

Website:  www.mpscouncil.com

Minutes of Meeting

March 4th, 2008
	In Attendance:
	Regrets:

	Tammy McCormack

Jennifer Nutt

Jennifer Finniss

Nicole Stanley             


	Lisa Cook                  
Kelly Mayo 

Peter Thorp-Levitt

	Val Leonard
Bill Beiersdorfer          Christine Lee
Cheryl Millard             Sharon Goral

Brenda Steacy
Guests:

Ellen Everson
Hugh Cleland


1) Jennifer called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm. 
Old Business

2) Approval of Minutes
· The minutes for the last meeting were approved.
New Business

3) Principal’s Report
· The public health nurse was in and went over Sabrina’s law and EPI pen use and made sure that proper protocols were in place. 
· School effectiveness framework is being worked on. Ideas were given from council and school divisions (primary, junior departments etc…). A visit to Blossom Park School took place to see how they changed and improved their school and learning effectiveness in years past. A specific focus was chosen and that focus is Literacy (reading and writing). A plan has been developed and is currently under review by the board pending approval. 
· The school has received a grant of $2000.00 to run a homework club for grades 3 and 6.
· 3 new music instruments are currently in use at MPS.
· EQAO testing has begun and the grades 3 and 6 students will begin writing between May 26th and June 6th.
· Congratulations to Jen Nutt on becoming a full Vice Principle!
· Well wishes go out to Mrs. Steacy and Mr. Jones who are off due to illness but expected to return to school soon.

· The final winter activity day was cancelled due to a pending storm. All attempts will be made to re schedule this day for the first Wed. following March break.

· Provincial Fire drill day was held in October and all school participated in a practice drill. Out of those schools 16 were chosen to win a prize. MPS was 1 of those schools and will be awarded with 5 new computers.

· We currently have 12 applications for Middle French Immersion. This is great news!

· A review is currently underway to consider applying a “balanced school day” to MPS. The general structure of such a day would be as follows:

50 minute class

50 minute class

45 minute nutritional break

50 minute class

50 minute class

45 minute nutritional break

50 minute class split 30/20 for end of day preparation.

This technique has been proven to be effective in studies as well as in other school. Tammy was looking for council’s support on introducing such a structure to MPS. It was suggested a letter to parents be sent home explaining the nutrition breaks and what could be sent in for students to eat. 

Motioned = Tammy

Second = Jen Nutt

Approved = Majority

Tammy mentioned that a 1 day trial take place and it was suggested that the trial period be extended to 2 or 3 days so the students get a full feeling of the structure. A newsletter to parents will be going home soon.

Action = Tammy
4) Vice Principal’s Report
· The grade 7 field trip to Macskimming has been cancelled due to a pending storm. It has been re scheduled for April. A note will go home with students.
            Action = Jen Nutt
· Some of the grade 7 students will be heading on a skills trade field trip in days to come.
· Congratulations to Eric Graham who completed the spelling B and made it all the way to regionals and finishing in the top 16. Well done.
· Metcalfe has Talent has completed its first round and is set to continue.
· Intramurals are currently underway.

· Exposee and live it up has been at the school to do presentations on non smoking. The presentation was done by high school students. It was felt that our students truly enjoyed the presentation and were genuinely interested in it.
5)     Teacher’s Report
· No report at this time.
6)    OCASC Report
· No report at this time.
7)    Hot Lunches Report
·  No report at this time
9)  Cookbook
· The cookbook has been submitted and is pending approval prior to ordering. This should come any day. The original order was placed for 1000 copies but will be changed to 500 copies as per council suggestion.
Action – Lisa 
9)  Open to the Floor
· There are new chairs in the library as well as a new cork board and new blinds. The library is looking good and almost complete. The paint has arrived for the shelves and a paint day will be scheduled soon.

· $510.94 remaining in the library funds
The garage sale is scheduled for May 10th. Tables will be sold for $10.00 each for “treasures” and those wishing to sell a “product” will be asked to pay $20.00 per table 
Motioned = Jenn Finniss

Second = Kelly 

Approved = Majority

It was also mentioned that perhaps the students or a club within the school could run one of our tables and maintain the profit for their own cause.

· Mr. Fitch is currently working with a parent to get a school banner made for MPS.

· Tammy continues to work on the flag pole issue and hopefully will have something to report soon. 

Action - Tammy
It was suggested that if we get a new pole the current one should be maintained and used instead of putting out the funds to fill the whole and tear it down. A suggestion was made to cut the current one lower and install a bird house on it to help in dressing up the front of the school.
· The current bank balance is $16576.24.

10)  Mail Bag 
· There was no mail for this meeting.
The next meeting will be held on April 14th 2008 in the school library.

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm
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