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Introduction

The meeting was conducted at the Osgoode Township High School in the library where area Public School Councils met to participate in an informative presentation on substance abuse by Amanda from Rideauwood.  Jennifer Finniss opened the Metcalfe Public School Council meeting at approximately 8pm after a period of socialization by members of the various School Councils.

Discussion








Action

1.
The minutes of the April 2008 meeting were approved.

Principal’s Report

2.
Tammy explained that the Ottawa Carleton District Board of Education recently approved $2000 for the purchase and installation of a modern new flagpole to the left of the main entranceway to our school. The award includes the removal of the old, unsightly pole that is now hidden by the wonderful red oak tree planted years ago by the main entrance. Council agreed at the last meeting that any additional costs associated with this work will be supported by the profits of the Hot Lunch Program. Peter Thorp-Levitt was elected as the Parent Council member of the Hot Lunch Program team to facilitate the transfer of funds. Tammy will determine interest in the old flag pole.

3.
Tammy indicated that board games may be donated by parents for use in the classrooms at any time.

4.
Tammy stated that there will be an increase of .25 staff in September 2008. A complete breakdown of MPS staffing for the next school year is available from the office, if requested.

5.
The Grade 7 end-year field trip will be to Upper Canada Village on 

24 June. This is the same day as the Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony.

6.
Tammy expressed support for Amanda and the Rideauwood Program, explaining that Amanda has been at MPS already and will continue to provide services there (one-half day every second Thursday). The Rideauwood Program is a pilot program ending in Dec 2008. However, it is hoped that the City of Ottawa will decide to continue it permanently thereafter.

Vice-Principal’s Report

7.
Jennifer requested $100 from MPS Parent Council to cover the costs of refreshments, certificates, medals and prizes for the Grade 7 and 8 Speech Contest. The contest will be held Friday 16 May and there will be 12 participants.











Approved

Teacher’s Report

8.
Sheri asked for $100 for the purchase of storage bins for use by all Primary Level teachers.











Approved

Parent’s Report

9.
Val indicated that 124 of the 500 MPS cookbooks have been sold. The remainder will be available at the “Metcalfe Has Talent Show” and the Grade 6 Parent Night. Lisa will display some at the MPS talent night at the school. If we could get a table then some could be displayed at the Farmer’s Market.
10.
Jenn explained that the Hot Lunch Program currently shows a profit of $5400. Pitas will be considered for next year’s program in addition to Subways. 

11.
She indicated that a $450 grant from the Ottawa Carleton District School Board has been received, as requested by Jennifer Nutt. Monies must be spent on Parent Room decoration and equipment soon. Jenn must then make an official report explaining how the money was used. MPS Parent Council members and parents in general are encouraged to suggest ways in which this money can be best used for the purpose it is designed.

12.
The Parent Council voted to give $1000 to the Rideauwood Program with a letter showing its appreciation and support for their work.











Approved

13.
The Parent Council voted to donate $1000 for Planners for the 2008/2009 school year.











Approved

14.
The Parent Council voted to provide the Parent Council Greening Committee $300 for new bushes to be placed along the front of the school. Pea gravel will be placed along the northwest front of the school to the left of the school entranceway.











Approved

15.
The Parent Council voted to support the Grade 8 Leaving Ceremony by giving that committee $300 to purchase decorations, certificates and cake. An additional $800 will be provided by the school for engravings.











Approved

16.
The Parent Council already provided $1500 for new blinds, an ottoman and chairs for the library. There is money left from the original amount for the library renovations and some of the left over will go towards the history of MPS and framing pictures and certificates. It is hoped that these photos can be provided by parents and members of the general public. Additionally, $2500 will be provided to the library for the purchase of new books, in both official languages. This will support all grades, including the new Middle French Immersion Program starting in September.











Approved

17.
Peter will include the recommendations made at the last Council meeting in the letter of appreciation of MPS staff that will be sent to the Board shortly.











Peter

18.
It was recommended that the Yearbook Committee be started early next year.

19.
Ellen asked Council to consider sending a representative to the Osgoode Ward Advisory Committee meeting regarding safety concerns, specifically, traffic questions. The meeting is open to all School Council Chairs and their representative. Jenn will coordinate.











Jenn

20.
Tammy requested support from the Parent Council regarding the re-installation of a gate at the north end of the school to block vehicular traffic into the play ground after school hours. Tammy will now request support from the Board for this gate and for cement blocks along the east side of the playing field, parallel to the road, to deny entrance or exit of vehicles to and from the school play ground. The Parent Council supported both initiatives.

Adjournment

21.
The next meeting will be held in Jenn’s home at 8409 Novalux Way. It is open to Parent Council members and their spouses and children. Please arrive between 5:30 and 6:00 pm and RSVP to Jenn no later than 2 June. 











All

22.
There being no further business, Jenn adjourned the meeting at 8:55pm.

1/4


