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Metcalfe Public School Council

2701 8th Line Road • Metcalfe, ON • K0A 2P0

Tel: 613-821-2261Ext.436   Fax: 613-821-7801

Email: sc-metcalfeps@ocdsb.ca 

Website:  www.mpscouncil.com

Minutes of Meeting

October 2nd, 2007
	In Attendance:
	Regrets:

	Bill Beiersdorfer

Ellen Everson
Kelly Mayo 

Karen Benson
Lisa Cook
Paul Richard

Peter Thorp-Levitt

Tammy McCormack

Val Leonard
Aleksandra Mumdzijan


	Lisa Cook

Tammy McCormack

Jennifer Nutt

Jennifer Finniss
Cherrie Stanley
Hugh Cleland
	Kelly Mayo 
Brenda Steacey

Guests:
Cheryl Millard

Sharon Goral

Christine Lee

Nicole Stanley




1) Jennifer called the meeting to order at 6:38 pm. Introductions were made and newcomers were welcomed.  Sharon Goral was introduced to council as the new Admin and Support Staff Representative. Cheryl Millard, Christine Lee and Nicole Stanley were admitted as standing members of council from this point forward. Jennifer asked if any of the new council members were interested in taking on the position of Treasurer – they all declined thus the position remains open.
Old Business

2) Approval of Minutes
· There were a few needed changes to the minutes and thus they are approved pending these changes.

Motioned – Hugh

Second – Val

Approved – All
New Business

3) Principal’s Report
· It was mentioned that the school profile is produced every year and is accessible from the school website.
· A volunteer was requested to contribute to the “Parent and Community” area of the school site. If someone is interested please contact Tammy as soon as possible. It was also requested that out council website be added to this section. 
      Action - Tammy
· As in years past the scent free issue in schools was brought up. The signs are being re posted thru ought the school and students and teachers are asked to refrain from wearing any scented products due to allergies. This also extends to plants and floral items brought into the school.
· October 5th is a PD day and the staff will be taking part in work shops that will also extend to the following p.d. day of November 2nd.
· Student profile screening will be taking place to assess literacy within the school and amongst those screened.
4) Vice Principal’s Report
· The character assembly was held and the grade 2 students took part in singing for the other students. The theme for November is “Responsibility – at home, in school and in the community”.
· The grand opening of the play structure was a great success and the students are enjoying it.
· October 11th the junior students will be heading to McSkimming, October 30th students will be attending a presentation on “The World of Work”. And on November 8th the senior students will be heading to McSkimming.
5)   Forum Presentation
· Lisa did a brief visual run through of the forum for those that still have not accessed it. The principal report will not be placed on the forum as not all council members access the forum. It was asked if the forum was of use or not and should it remain as many council members are still not using it. It was decided that the forum would remain as it is. All new members of council will be sent a username and password to access the forum. 
      Action - Lisa
6)     Teacher’s Report
· Cherie Stanley introduced herself as the second teacher rep for this year’s council. The following extra curricular activities are currently taking place; girls and boys football, girls and boys soccer, primary intramurals and cross country.
· Some students attended Metcalfe Fair on Friday and they all seemed to have a great time as did the teachers and parent volunteers. This has become a tradition for Metcalfe Public School.

· Math buddies from grade 8 have been put into place for the primary students and this seems to be working well so far.

· The spirit club has begun and it has been decided that spirit days would be every other month.
· Mme. Giroux has begun a knitting club and it is looking positive so far. There are many students interested and they all seem so very keen to learn and take part.

7)     Council Activities
a) Volunteers have been requested to help run the hot lunch program. Cheryl Millard, Mrs.Gurlay as well as a couple of other ladies have stepped forward. 
b) Karen Benson stepped down from hot lunches and stepped down from council. Ellen Everson stepped down from hot lunches and stepped down from council. Thank you to Ellen, Karen, Cheryl and all the other volunteers that had a hand in last years hot lunch program.
c) A vote was set forth for the school to take over the milk program as council can longer affectively accomplish this.

       Motion – Jen

       Second – Bill
       Approved – Majority

                   Tammy explained that the school has already arranged for Sealtest to provide the milk this year as the school and Sealtest have reached an agreement. They have equipped us with 2 fridges that they will stock and maintain for the program. Delivery will be once a week and all milk will be kept in the fridges once delivered. There is a 2 week expiry date on the milk. The cost to the students will remain the same as last year.  Due to this program being taken over by the school, council will not be receiving the funds earned from this program but may have a say in how the funds are spent. The school will be accepting a member of council as a spokesperson to assist in the spending of the proceeds.
                    The responsibility of healthy snacks was discussed and it was repeated that it is the responsibility of the parents to provide the students with healthy snacks and not that of the school.

                    It was brought up that the newsletter that was sent home on behalf of council was not following procedure when it was released. All newsletters must follow procedure prior to being sent. The newsletter in question was not approved by council or the appropriate council member and was not correctly outlined for the information it was to receive.      

            d)    Council decided that the cookbook would be released to the public some time around Mother’s Day and that Lisa would bring all necessary information to council once again, and council would make appropriate decisions. 
                   Action - Lisa 
                   A newsletter has been approved by council and will be sent out as soon as possible, asking for final recipes to be submitted.

                    The Jingle Bell Bazaar has been scheduled by the school for Thursday December 13th. The newsletter has been approved by council and will be sent out when the time suits. Lisa will bring all necessary information for this event and council will discuss deadlines. 
                   Action - Lisa. 
                   Volunteers are needed for both these events but mainly for the Bazaar as it is a labour intensive event. 

                    Council has decided once again to host a garage sale that will take place in May, information to follow. It was requested that we co ordinate with St Catherine’s in case they wish to hold something on the same date.

8)    OCASC Report
· Bill reported about the meeting he attended and said it was very informative and worth while. On October 20th there is a work shop for running an effective council as well as other related topics.
· Bill reported that there was a big discussion on security and confidentiality within the schools and that this issue is an on going one with much to be discussed.

· Council will issue Bill moneys to pay for his membership at these meetings. 

       Action – Jennifer Finniss and Val.   

9)  Open to the Floor 
· Hugh made a request that his name, Ellen’s name and Karen’s name be removed form the banking papers as they are no longer in the position that they require access to the account.

· There was no mention of the current bank account balance.

· Lisa put forth a request for money to pay for the council website and host. This bill needs to be paid as soon as possible as the deadline is drawing near and it takes time to process the payments.

Action – Jennifer Finniss, Val and Lisa.
· Hugh resigned from council
· As per the safety issue mentioned by Bill for OCASC, it was brought up by other council members as to whether or not police checks had been done on council members without their knowledge. This was confirmed and it was suggested that in future, members approve the checks prior to them being done.
· Lisa mentioned that as per her request for photos and captions for the website at the last meeting, not one council member replied thus all captions have been removed and photos will be updated when they are received. The new council members will be added to the site, forum and email list.
· Bill brought up the discussion of whether or not those resigning council members would remain on council should changes be made. Their decisions remains final. It was discussed that council needs to run more as a group and not a single person agenda and a reminder was put forth that council is here for the parents and kids and not for the school or our individual needs.
10)  Mail Bag 
· There was no mail for this meeting.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday November 6th at 6:30 in the library – If you are able to bring snacks or coffee, please contact Jennifer as soon as possible.
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm
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