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Metcalfe Public School Council

2701 8th Line Road • Metcalfe, ON • K0A 2P0

Tel: 613-821-2261Ext.436   Fax: 613-821-7801

Email: sc-metcalfeps@ocdsb.ca 

Website:  www.mpscouncil.com

Minutes of Meeting

September 18th, 2007
	In Attendance:
	Regrets:

	Ellen Everson
Kelly Mayo 

Karen Benson
Lisa Cook
Paul Richard

Andrie Nel
Tammy McCormack

Val Leonard
Aleksandra Mumdzijan

Hugh Cleland
Sandra Hutt

Peter Thorp-Levitt


	Lisa Cook

Kelly Mayo

Tammy McCormack

Jennifer Nutt

Jennifer Finniss
Brenda Steacey


	Sarah Godoy 

Cheryl Millard
Guests:

Bill Beiersdorfer



1) Hugh called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. Introductions were made and newcomers were welcomed.  

Old Business

2) Council Presentations

· Brief acknowledgements were made of outgoing Council’s achievements and effort and they were thanked.  

· Brief discussion occurred on the various school and council representative’s roles and purpose. 
3) Q&A

· An informal question and answer period followed allowing attendees to further explore the scope and activities of sub-committees.  Some discussion occurred around the role of the OCASC representative as well as the milk and lunch programs.  
New Business

4) Elections

· Tammy McCormack facilitated the 2007-2008 School Council Elections  The newly elected Council comprises the following:

	Chair
	Jennifer Finniss

	Vice-Chair
	Val Leonard

	Treasurer
	Vacant

	Secretary
	Lisa Cook

	Teachers’ Rep
	Brenda Steacey, Jeanne Giroux, Cherrie Miller

	Principal
	Tammy McCormack

	Vice-Principal
	Jennifer Nutt

	Community Representative
	Vacant

	Members at large
	Peter Thorp Levitt, Kelly Mayo, Bill Beiersdorfer, Lisa Cook, Hugh Cleland, Ellen Everson, Karen Benson


· The new Chair conducted the rest of the meeting and laid out her vision for how Council would be run.  She indicated a preference to abandon formal sub-committees and rather work together as a team.  Thus, no sub-committees were created. Also noted was the interest in supporting 1 single program and not a whole lot of little projects (library overhaul was mentioned) and to inform parents of what would be done.
· It was also discussed that an adult must be in the school at all times during milk distribution thus the milk program as it has been in past years is currently pending and no decision has yet been made by council as to the outcome of this program. It was noted that the school could take over the program and run it as teachers could be involved as the adult over seeing the program. Val asked why this would not work with council running it and thus reduce the time a volunteer would be needed at the school. It will be decided at the next meeting.
· The hot lunch program was discussed but again there was no definite outcome and will be decided at the next council meeting. Karen expressed her interest in continuing the programs but also expressed her concern over the lack of volunteers to help out on the hot lunch days.
· It was suggested by Bill that volunteers be given more information on the areas they are being asked to volunteer for. More specific information is required. Bill also suggested using the seniors and Peter suggested using the high school students as previously mentioned over the summer.
5) Parents Reaching Out Grants for School Councils 
· The application deadline is October 19, 2007.
6)   Principal’s Report

· We are off to a great start!

· Population is 323, with a breakdown of …30 kinders, 50 Primaries, 75 Juniors, 160 Intermediates, 8 in our system JIM class.   

· 20.75 teaching staff.  I am pleased to introduce Jennifer Nutt as our Vice-Principal.  We had a few last minute staff changes this fall.  Tracy Quinn and Sandra Hutt asked to take on half time positions.  Both will have kindergarten.  Erin Daley moved from SELC to Grade 6.  Mareen Toohey has returned from leave to take the junior intermediate SELC position.

· The intermediate students will receive English (10), Math(5), Core-French(5), Science(5), Geography, History(3), Family Studies(0.5), Art(0.5), Instrumental Music(2), Physical Health and Education(3).  Computers will integrated by Mr. Fitch and Mr. Awrey into the Math and Science programming

· New this year…our primary and junior students will receive 1 music class a week for half the year from Heather.  Juniors from Sept-Jan, Primaries from Feb-June.

· 1.5 Office staff, 2 Custodial staff, 2.5 Educational Assistants

· Student Fees will be similar to last year with $5.00 for agendas for all students, plus $7.00 for junior recorders.  Intermediate fees of $57.00 which includes $25.00 music & $12.00music theory book which is for Grade 7&8, $5.00 science program, $10.00 family studies, and $5.00 clay workshop for art.

· The students will also be involved in Fieldtrips.  The costs of field trips will be forthcoming as the year progresses.  QSP fundraising will be put toward trips, as was the case last year.

· Breakfast Club supported by OCRI is up and running, our staff member Carrie Moore runs this program each day from 8:00-8:15am

· EQAO results from last year have just arrived we will send home results shortly with students, more information to follow in October.

· Our Parent/Volunteer Reception Room is open.

· The Canine unit is a safety support offered by our Student Resource Officer from the Ottawa Police…We did not have reason to call in the unit last year.  In the case that I receive information that there are drugs in our school, I ask once again for Council’s support for the continued referral to this unit if we receive information to warrant a visit.  I thank Council for your support of this request for the 2007/2008 school year.

· School Activities/Fundraising: I have a monthly list of all events tentatively planned for this school year which I will provide to our new Chair.  We are hopeful that this organization will allow us ease of planning and communication with parents, and between home and school.

· From the Board: Results of French Immersion review are posted on the OCDSB website.  Recommendations include continuing EFI and MFI.  Two committees will have a focus on the positive promotion of Core French, and French Immersion.

· From the Ministry: On August 14, 2007 the Ministry announced additional funding for School Boards. The Board’s deficit budget will be reduced from $6.3 million to $1.6 million as a result of the cash infusion.  

· The monthly theme meeting will be held on September 27th and this month’s theme is “respect”. It was mentioned that due to sports ribbons currently being handed out, no ribbons would be handed out this year for the monthly themes.
· The meet the teacher BBQ went very well and everyone seemed to have a good time.

· The official play structure opening will be held September 20th at 10am.

· The safety plan and fire protocols are up to par and students will be practicing the lock down procedure in upcoming weeks.

7)     Principal Profile

· Tammy noted that this did not ne4ed to be done until a later date – It is due April 2008
8)     Update on Play Structure
· An update was handed out to all council members. Tammy has a question in regards to the paving on St Catherine’s side of the structure. The Catholic Board will be looking into that as they are easier to work with and did not require as much approval.
9)     Web Site and Forum
· A request was put forth to all council members to review the website and make any recommendations for changes or updates as well as review the procedures for any necessary changes. All changes or comments are to be directed to Lisa.  Action -> All
10)    Council Meeting Dates for 2007/2008 Term
· Discussed and remain the same; every first Tuesday of the month.


11)    Mail Bag
· The mail was circulated for all to look at.   

12)  Open to the Floor 
· It was brought to council’s attention that there is currently $4774.56 in the bank.

· A request was put forth by Brenda Steacy on behalf of Mr. Fitch for funds towards a new laser printer. It was deiced this would be discussed at a later date when we have more insight into the current funds and expenses.
· Lisa mentioned that there was only 1 volunteer for head checks this year and requested councils help. She will be doing a brief run through after the next meeting for those interested in coming into the school to help. Action -> Lisa
· It was requested that Lisa would do a short presentation at the next meeting of how to access the forum. Jennifer Nutt would bring the necessary equipment for this. Action -> Lisa, Jennifer
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday October 2nd at 6:30 in the library – If you are able to bring snacks or coffee, please contact Jennifer as soon as possible.
Meeting adjourned at 8:53 pm
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